
 Year 4 -  Can You Survive a Spanish Café? 

Unit: ‘at The Café’   

 
Weeks  

of  
teaching 

Line  
of  

enquiry 

Threshold concept Substantive knowledge Disciplinary knowledge Curriculum endpoint 

1 What can 
you order in 

a Spanish 
Café?  

• Read Fluently 

• Speak Confidently 

• La cafetería = the café in Spanish. 

• Spanish nouns have gender (masculine/feminine) and 
can be singular or plural. 

• Masculine singular nouns use the article un and 
masculine plural nouns use unos. 

• Some Spanish food and drink look or sound similar to 
English words. 

• Typical café items include un bocadillo de jamón, un 
pastel de limón, unos churros, un café, un té, and un 
zumo de naranja. 

• Nouns ending in a vowel add -s to become plural; 
nouns ending in a consonant add -es. 

• Read short texts independently. 

• Express personal experiences and 
responses.  

• Write short phrases from memory 
with spelling that is readily 
understandable. 

• Demonstrate a growing 
vocabulary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• listen attentively to 
spoken language and 
show understanding by 
joining in and responding 

• explore the patterns and 
sounds of language 
through songs and 
rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and 
meaning of words 

2 What New 
Foods Can 

You Spot in 
the Spanish 

Café? 

• Speak Confidently 

• Write 
imaginatively  

• Spanish nouns have gender (masculine or feminine) 
and can be singular or plural. 

• Feminine singular nouns use the article una, and 
feminine plural nouns use unas. 

• This lesson introduces ten new feminine food and drink 
items found in a Spanish café. 

•  Some new Spanish foods include: una tortilla de 
patatas, una paella, and unas croquetas. 

• Some foods keep their Spanish name in English, such 
as una paella or unas patatas bravas. 

• Demonstrate a growing 
vocabulary. 

• Write a few short sentences using 
familiar expressions.  

3 How Do You 
Order Food in 

• Speak Confidently 

• Read fluently  

• The phrase “Quisiera…” = I would like… and is used to 
order food or drink politely. 

• “Por favor” = please and helps create a polite request. 

•  “¿Qué deseas?” = What would you like? 

• Ask others to repeat words or 
phrases if necessary.  

• Ask and answer simple questions 
and talk about interests.  



a Spanish 
Café? 

• The phrases “Tengo hambre” and “Tengo sed” mean I 
am hungry and I am thirsty. 

• Spanish nouns have gender and number, which affect 
the article used (un/una/unos/unas). 

• The conjunction “y” means and. This helps join two 
items in an order. 

• Take part in discussions and 
tasks. 

• Read and understand the main 
points in short written texts. 

•  engage in conversations; 
ask and answer 
questions; express 
opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek 
clarification and help* 

• appreciate stories, songs, 
poems and rhymes in the 
language  

 

4 How Do You 
Finish Your 
Order in a 

Spanish Café? 

• Speak Confidently  

• Write imaginatively 

• The phrase “La cuenta por favor” means the bill please. 

• “Gracias” = thank you  

• “Adiós” = goodbye. 

• A full café conversation includes greeting, ordering, 
asking politely, and ending the interaction. 

• Using polite phrases such as “por favor” and “gracias” 
is important in Spanish-speaking cultures. 

• Learners can now respond confidently when asked 
“¿Qué deseas?” (What would you like?). 

• Ask others to repeat words or 
phrases if necessary.  

• Ask and answer simple questions 
and talk about interests. 

•  Take part in discussions and 
tasks.  

• Demonstrate a growing 
vocabulary 

• Write a few short sentences using 
familiar expressions.  

• Express personal experiences and 
responses.  

5 
 

How Much 
Does Your 

Spanish Café 
Order Cost? 

• Understand the 
culture of the 
countries in which 
the language is 
spoken 

• Spain uses the euro (€) as its official currency. 

• Euro coins include 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50  

• Euro notes include 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 500 
euros. 

• When saying amounts in Spanish, money is often 
expressed using “con” (with), e.g. dos euros con 
cincuenta. 

• Recognising coins and notes helps calculate café bills 
accurately. 

• Understanding Spanish currency builds cultural 
awareness of how people pay in Spain and other 
European countries. 

• Describe with some interesting 
details some aspects of countries 
or communities where the 
language is spoken. 

 

Assessment Opportunity: interactive café- themed assessment 
Pupils become Camareros y Clientes (waiters and customers) and must Order food, calculate, say, and respond to café bills 

in Spanish. 

 


